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Abstract

The Damages caused by Hurricanes in U.S. have tended to change from human to physical and economical ones.

However, Hurricane Katrina has brought huge human damages in the way of turning back the tide of history. This paper

attempts to clarify the expansion process of the human damages in New Orleans from a macro perspective. Especially, the

paper focuses on the relationship among human damages, social background, and disaster response. After the examination,

the paper tries to address the following inquiries: “How have the human damages expanded?”, “How did the disaster

response react?”, “How do they relate to the social background?”, and "Why has the Hurricane Katrina caused huge

human damages?”
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Fig.2 Map of New Orleans Metropolitan Area.
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Table 2 Deadliest Hurricanes in the United States
(U.S. Mainland)[J

0oo | 0OoOooooood ooo ooooo (OO0
0
O Galveston, Tex. 1900 O 8000
an
a Lake Okeechobee, | 1928 a 1,836
Fla.
O Katrina 2005 O 1,200
O Florida Keys/ | 1919 a 600
S.Tex.
d New England 1938 ad 600
ad Florida Keys 1935 a 408
ad Audrey (SW | 1957 a 390
La./N.Tex.)
O NE U.S. 1944 O 390
a Grand Isle, La. 1909 a 350
oad New Orleans, La. 1915 O 275
aa Galveston, Tex. 1915 O 275
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Table 3 Costliest Hurricanes in the United States
(U.S. Mainland).

000 | OOOOOO | OO0 2| ooooo | OOO0SS in
billions)0 01

O Katrina 2006 O 8.0

O Andrew 1992 O 2.5

O Charley 2004 O 15.0

O Wilma 2005 O 144

O Iven 2004 O 14.2

O Rita 2005 O 9.4

O Frances 2004 O 8.9

O Hugo 1989 O 7.0

O Jearre 2004 O 6.9

OO0 | Allison 2001 - 5.0
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Table 4  Transition of Human Damages Caused by
Hurricane Katrina.
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Table 5 Average daily Incidence of Communicable
Disease Signs and Syndromes among Persons in
Hurricane Evacuation Centers, by Selected
Conditions-Louisiana, September-October
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Fig.3 Unemployment Rates.
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Fig.4 Mortgage Delinquency Rate.
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Table6 Found Dead Bodies in New Orleans.
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Fig.5 Poverty and Race at Affected Area by Hurricane
Katrina.
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Table 7 People’s Income in both New Orleans and Lower
Ninth Ward.
Lower New Louisiana United
Ninth Orleans States
Ward
ooo NA 27,133 32,566 41,994
ooo
00
ooo 27,499 43,176 44,833 56,644
ooo
00
oono 36.40 27.90 19.60 12.40
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Fig.6  Races and Ethnicities.
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Fig.7 No Vehicle Available Ratio.
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Table 8 Most Dangerous Cities.

354Cities 320Metropolitan Area
1 Camden,NJ Detroit-Livonia-Dearborn,Ml
,M.D.
2 Detroit,Ml Memphis, TN-MS-AR
3 Atranta,GA Sumter,SC
4 St.Louis,MO Fairbanks,AK
5 Gary, IN New Orleans,LA
6 Washington,DC | Miami-Dade County,FL,M.D.
7 Hartford,CT Myrtle Beach,SC
8 New Orleans,LA | Las Vegas-Paradise,NV
9 Richmond, VA Victoria, TX
10 Birmingham,AL | Florence,SC
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Table 9 Number and Poverty Rate for Children in
Hurricane Katrina Flooded or Damaged Areas.

gd gd gdgd
0-40 46,025 15,079 32.80
5-170 134,077 39,567 29.50
180 O O | 180,102 54,646 30.30
od
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Table 10 Own Children in Hurricane Katrina Flood
and Storm-Damaged Areas by Family Type.
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Table 11 Disable and Aged (New Orleans).
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Lower New Louisiana United
Ninth Orleans States
Ward
ooo n.a 23.20 21.80 19.30
ooao n.a 34.20 30.70 29.50
10 0
oad
712 O0000000DODOOD00ODOLower Ninth
Ward O O 9

Table 12 Household Characteristics (New Orleans and
Lower Ninth Ward).

Lower Ninth | New Louisiana United
Ward Orleans States
oo 6.30 3.60 2.60 2.20
ooo 10.80 8.10 7.40 6.60
oag 14.20 11.80 10.20 9.70
Ooooao 24.90 17.70 11.90 8.40
Ooooao
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Ooooao 23.00 14.90 9.70 6.30
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Table 13  Actors and Types of Disaster Response.
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7£6 : Thomas Gabe, Gene Falk, and Maggie McCarty (2005):
Hurricane Katrna : Social-Demographic Characteristics of Impacted
Area"CRS Report for Congress"The Library of Congress
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