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Abstract

This paper examines the impact of natural disasters on the recovery of an urban area after a disaster. The study is

possible through comparing Typhoon Isewan which occurred on September 26", 1959 in Nagoya City and

Hurricane Katrina on August 25", 2005 in New Orleans. The examination clarifies the following two points: First,

the recovery of the two cities followed the same growth trends which they previously had; second, the recovery of

Nagoya City indicates community capacity along with the growth trend could be more influential for the recovery

than natural and social disaster scales or aid volumes from outside. The paper also inquires "What is recovery

from disasters?", "Is it to come back to the situation before the disaster ever occurred, or coming back to the

former trend?" After these inquiries, the paper expresses concerns and considerations on how to redevelop the city.
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Fig. 1 Causal diagram of disaster recovery process.
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Fig. 2 Basic concept of recovery strength.
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Table 5 Population change across years (1950 as
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Table9 Donations to New Orleans.

Donor Type No. of Amount
Donors
Foundations and Corporate Funding | 871 906million
-Corporations/Corporate 349 518,969,695
Foundation
-Independent and family | 411 296,460,550
Foundation
-Community Foundation 69 25,708,017
-Other Public Foundation 42 65,210,495
Individuals 5.6billion
Total 6.5 billion
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