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Abstract

Two flood and sediment disasters occurred during the summer of 2009 which clearly highlighted the issues of

the disaster countermeasures in the modern Japanese society. The Chugoku-Northern Kyushu heavy rain disaster

that occurred in July killed seven people in a retirement home in the City of Hofu. There are problems in risk

communication regarding flood and sediment disasters among local community, local government and many

stakeholders. In August, in Harima region of Hyogo prefecture, the flood and sediment disasters accompanied by

typhoon killed several people whom had evacuated to a disaster shelter located in an elementary school in that district.

There are many controversies about this case. Since there is insufficient information for a full discussion regarding both

disasters, we would like to describe just the facts about these cases at this time.
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Table 1 Number of damages by prefecture caused by the July 2009
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Fig. 1 Fatalities by age caused by the July 2009 flood and
sediment disaster which occurred in Chugoku-Kyushu
region.

-
N

BHAPE K- LTA T TR BOS BETOS
S

Table 2 Timeline of the July 2009 flood and sediment disaster at
nursing home Life Care Takasago in the City of Hofu.
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Photo 1 Access to nursing home Life Care Takasago.
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Photo 2 North side of the main building of Life Care Takasago.

Flood water had entered from the back-yard of the

building.
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Photo 3 Debris flow broke living room windows in the main

building of nursing home Life Care Takasago.
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Photo 4 The view from the backyard of the main building. Photo7 Situation of the channel after the flood and sediment
disasters on the slope of the facility.

HES5 S aRTHERAINXAE GE 8 ERLRA

Photo 5 Automobile destroyed by debris flow. Photo 8 Accumulation of many drift woods.
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Photo 6 The water channel was installed at the protection L7z BERATEZE DTS,
wall of the nursing home Life Care Takasago. Photo 9 Tunnel filled with drift woods and sand.
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Fig. 2 Alert area of flash flood. (by Yamaguchi prefectural governmental website)
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Fig. 3 Estimated flash flood danger areas (by Yamaguchi prefectural governmental website)
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Table 3 Timeline of the August 2009 flood disaster
at Hongo district in the Sayo Town.
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Photo 10 The place where several residents were carried away
by the flood.
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Photo 11 Apartment houses managed by the local government
where flood claimed the lives of residents.
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Photol12 Makuyama river had overflowed. The dome-topped

building is Makuyama elementary school (evacuation
shelter).
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Photo 13 Southern branch of the Makuyama river. The junction point flooded and destroyed a house.
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Photo 14 Aerial view of Hongo district in Sayo Town.



SR g e fep 2 % X

6. 2 EICHIL TR RS Nb 5 - OREE
ARFICROEP TTHC SERI N 1TF OF AW
T REBLDBONY 4THSB, Y 127 L2009 F 7
DI AL BRI LB Y OF e ND &
0 NOPH N5 <, £t VIAOFYH <A
WZERDND.
T SRR LD ELEA L TR,
ARETOIE LSBT OF B REODH DS 5

5 ESE 4ICA L, RNCHT 5 HEXDHP T o
EARFIHT B - OREEWYITE LD S EKD
LBOTHS.

KT 2004 § (VR 16 1) D7 R 21 3 THILEDS

HEL, TOWDERM OED)AMNG <7/s>TWwizd
WO RRDEE NHDH. FTEM4IZALELDIT, A

31;:

CAURLE P 2T T ORIERY DV W

W37 OEFORES “RBITIEHR LTHRD, 21O
A RIIET TITMT BT ﬁ\@\hfb)éf'ﬂifiﬁ
EAoNDd. FHEHTLALNEN VT, ZOXKD7k
RKIMEZETRESINTWOD, F/o#iEd 5 R
DRI NS T=DM, Ma=T 2% N 5.
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
;3
Y4 AP TTOWE R Y S
Fig. 4 Fatalities by age in Sayo town.
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