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Abstract

A torrential rainfall had been occurred at Amami provinces in the Kagoshima Prefecture on October 20, 2010. The
precipitation had reached almost 900 mm in three days according to Naze observatory. Three senior citizens were
killed and major lifeline systems such as electricity, water supply, and telecommunication system were interrupted. As
a result, people's livelihood sustained heavy damages. The damages were serious, and there were too many disaster
prevent and mitigation activities by the people during the disaster based on reliabilities and trustees at various places of
the Amami provinces. This paper describes five cases of these activities. Cases are categorized into welfare institutions,
public schools, community radio stations, volunteers, and neighborhood associations. We were able to obtain useful

information from the viewpoint of disaster risk governance.
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Table 1 Population and Number of Households in each city in
Amami-Oshima Island (estimated in Oct. 2009).
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Flg 1 Record of precipitation of Amami heavy rainfall at Naze observatory (JMA-AmeDas).
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Fig. 2 The location of the Group-home Nijino-oka (A) and the headquarters of Nursing-home Nijino-oka (B).
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Photo 1 The Group-home Nijino-oka (in Chinase). Photo 2 The headquarters of Nursing-home Nijino-oka.
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Photo 3 The Inundation level of Group-home Nijino-oka. Photo 4 Collapsed embankment of Chinase River.
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Table 2 The corresponding timeline of Nursing home Nijino-Oka at the time of Amami heavy rain disaster Oct. 20.
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Fig.3 Map around the Sumiyo elementary school. (Junior High School is located
at west side of the Sumiyo elementary school and Kindergarten is located
at south side of the elementary school. North side of the elementary school
is faced to small valley, and lots of rainwater flooded into the ground of
elementary school.
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Table 3 The corresponding timeline of the Sumiyo elementary school at the time of Amami heavy rain disaster from Oct. 20 to Oct.24.
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Fig. 4 Coverage area of Amami FM broadcast.
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Table 4 The timeline of Amami FM broadcasts during the several days from October 20.
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Table 5 Leading opinions aired at the Symposium held by Amami FM 3 months after the disaster.
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Table 6 Information categories provided by Amami FM

during the 5 days after the disaster.
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Table 7 Examples of information related to safety broadcasted by Amami FM.
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Table 8 Examples of information related to support and encouragement broadcasted by Amami FM.
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Table 9 Examples of Information related to evacuation shelter broadcasted by Amami FM.
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Fig.5 The increase in the number of Community broadcasting
station. (by JCBA).
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Table 11 Timeline of volunteer's activities during Amami heavy rain disaster.
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Fig. 6 Toguchi community (Tatsugo-town).
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