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Fig. 1 National Route 49 suffered heavy snowfall and more than 300 vehicles could not move in the Aizu
district of Fukushima Prefecture (December 26, 2010; photo by the Courtesy of Tohoku Regional
Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism).
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Fig.2 National Route 9 suffered heavy snowtfall and more than 1,000 vehicles could not move in Tottori
Prefecture for about one day (January 1, 2011; photo by the Courtesy of Kurayoshi Office of River
and National Highway, Chugoku Regional Development Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism).
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Fig. 3
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Tashiro site (Nagaoka City, Niigata Prefecture) of the Snow and Weather Network operated by
SIRC, NIED was covered with 3.4 m thick snow (upper: January 22, 2011; lower: the same site
in a snow-free season).
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Fig. 4  About 3.5 m deep snow accumulated on the garage hung over a road (Tashiro district, Nagaoka City,

Niigata Prefecture; January 31, 2011).
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Removal operation of snow that overhung avalanche supporting fences (Sumon district, Uonuma

Fig. 5
City, Niigata Prefecture; February 1, 2011).
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Fig. 6 Municipal road closed by Niigata City to prevent snowstorm disasters. Prediction of poor visibility
due to blowing snow was utilized for the road management (photo by Niigata City).
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Fig.7  Vehicles buried in a large amount of snow that fell from the roof (debris of roof snow avalanche).
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Fig. 8 Full-depth avalanche occurred on a slope beside National Route 112. (March 2, 2011; photo by
Takayuki Abe).
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Fig. 9 National Route 112 was closed because the road was covered with the debris of avalanche. (March 2,

2011).
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Fig. 10 Many fishing boats overturned and sunk due to a lot of heavy snow (Sakaiminato City, Tottori
Prefecture; December 31, 2010; photo by the Courtesy of Sakai Coast Guard Office).
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Fig. 11 Much snow remained at the snow disposal fields even in the snow melt season (Shinjo City; March 31,
2011).
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