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Abstract

This report summarizes snow disaster caused by a cyclonic heavy snow fall in February, 2014, and the emergency

snow disaster countermeasures taken by the NIED and its future direction for disaster prevention. The Kanto

Kousin heavy snow disaster killed 26 and injured more than 1,000 people, and destroyed thousands of garages

and buildings. The snowfall has also caused 100 billion or more of agricultural damages, and 1.5 million houses

experienced a power outage and more than 130 solitary villages isolated. The NIED started to make observations

and advise about countermeasures to be taken right after the disaster. The first stage of the countermeasures was to

conduct a survey of the area, the second stage was to prevent the occurrence of any hazard, and the third stage was

the setup of an emergency response plan. It is important to consider the survey and record the cause of the disaster

in order to make a disaster prevention plan in case of a future cyclonic heavy snowfall.
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Table 1 The maximum snow depths throughout the year in
Kantoukoushin district (JMA report).
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Fig. 12 Car damage caused by the collapse of a roof due

to the heavy snowfall in Koufu City on 2/19.
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