The Suwa-cho Neighborhood Association was affected by the Joso flood. Before the flood, the members had
participated in an event involving local disaster prevention activities, called the Bosai Contest. We investigated
whether these activities had aided in their response at the time of the flood. An interview was conducted with the
previous chairman of the Suwa-cho Neighborhood Association. The interview focused on the association’s history
before and after participation in the Bosai Contest, as well as the details of the Joso flood, and whether the contest
activities had aided in the response to the Joso flood. The work submitted to the Bosai Contest of the Suwa-cho
Neighborhood Association was a radio drama on the theme of the earthquake. The association had been preparing
for an earthquake, but had to respond to a flood. Therefore, some of the response went well, and some did not. We
analyzed the relevant procedures, pointed out some problems, and proposed proper procedures for local disaster
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Table 1 Characteristics of the epicentral earthquake
and Joso flood.
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