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ABSTRACT

By big earthquakes all kinds of disasters happen on a large scale and/or
in a wide area. The appearances of damaged ground can be fixed in a short
time by aerial photography, independently of the difficulties from ground con-
ditions, and we can rapidly analyse the aerial photographs and interpret
happenings of the earthquake. Therefore, aerial photography is a suitable
method for investigation of earthquake disasters.

By aerial photography an outline of earthquake disaster can be obtained
and many kinds of happenings caused by earthquake can be measured or drawn
by easy methods or precise plotting instruments. In the case of Niigata Earth-
quake the reporters rapidly were able to interpret and draw the outline of dis-
asters in Niigata City, and measured some phonomena, for example, velocity
of river flow, heights of crack, etc. By means of precise plotting instruments
an exact map of crack sets was made, and the gradients of many reinforced
concrete buildings which had been inclined by the earthquake were measured

and drawn on a mosaic map of aerial photographs.
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