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Geographical Characteristics of the Areas Suffered from
Natural Hazards
—A Clue to Identify Danger Zone
and to Prepare against Hazards—
By
Takeshi Mizutani and Fumitake Shimizu

National Research Center for Disaster Prevention, Japan

Abstract

Geomorphic, geologic and social characteristics of such areas that recently suffered
from flood, cartﬁquakc and landslide hazards have been studied by using air photo-
graphs, landform classification maps and investigative reports. From the results factors
related to the occurrence of hazard and the enlargement of damage have been presented
for the purpose of being used as practical clues to evaluate the vulnerability of an area
and to prepare against hazards. Vulnerability to hazards can easily be evaluated by geo-
morphic characteristics of the area. The most effective and economical method of adjust-
ment to hazards is to make use of the land in accordance with the geographical charac-

teristics of the area.
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