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A Study on the Change of Disasters in Japan
By
Yasushi Nishikawa
National Research Center for Disaster Prevention, Tokyo

Abstract

The disasters in Japan are varying with the periods,in regard to the place, frequency and
mechanism of their oceurrence. In the present study the author conducts a technical analysis,
taking the disasters caused by natural phenomena us the main subject of his study, for the
instances in the past and for the change in the occurrence mechanism of disaster accompanied
by the change in the form of land utilization, and he proposes a plan of classilying disasters by
the perieds. By this plan of classification,a good correspording relation is shown between the
classification by the eras in the political history and the classification by the periods showing the
development of disasters. Principal disasters representing each of the periods are of one and the
same kind,and each of the principal disasters has several kinds of subordinate disasters. Until a
recent date the principal kind of disaster has been the disaster caused by flood, but at present
the principal disaster is the so-called urban disaster having a complicated character.
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