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Proposals for Non-Structural Measures Against Flood Damage
By
Minoru Irisawa

National Research Center for Disaster Prevention, Japan

Abstract

Flood prevention measures have two aspects. One is structural C(river
improvements, flood control reservoirs, etc.) and the other is non-structural
(regulation of land use in flood-prone areas, etc.). Until now, flood prevention
measures have been mainly carried out by structural techniques. But, in recent
years, non-structural measures have obtained a degree of success in flood-prone
areas.

This paper points out some problems on flood prevention measures found
through analyses of damages by floods in recent years, existing laws related to
flood prevention, present state of education on flood prevention measures, etc. and
gives the following suggestions in order to improve flood prevention systems:

1. Promotion of flood prevention measures against serious rainfall disasters.

2. Enacting regulations based on the laws for regulation of land use in flood-
prone areas.

3. Dissemination of knowledges on damages by floods through compulsory
education, etc.
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