E IR s RS W25 1981 11H

614.8.01:550. 343

IR TRANCXHIG T AR MR L £ OMES (56 # )
— BWESRAWLIOMRIC L > TR BRHES —

W 4 — B
Hiubh BB EHMfTe v & —

Some Discussions on Countermeasures to be done after
Issuance of an Earthquake Warning (Sixth Report)
_Problems to come out from the Timing of the Warning—

By
Ichiro Watanabe

National Research Center for Disaster Prevention, Japan
Abstract

The Earthquake Warnings Statement issued by the Prime Minister in accordance
with the Large-Scale Earthquake Countermeasures Act will be as follows: ‘An earth-
quake will occur in the next few hours (or 2—3 days)’.

Problems likely to come out from the timing of such a statement are discussed:

(i) Confusion in various transportation facilities,

(ii) Confusion at places where an unspecified number of people would gather,

(iii) Confusion on roads, especially that caused by reckless driving,

(iv) Problems concerning the safety of pupils at schools,

) Rushing to shops to buy articles for emergency use,

(vi) Rushing to banking facilities to withdraw money deposits,

(vii) Shortage of hands in households, offices or factories, and

(viti)  Interruption of sleep.

Some measures against these problems are proposed:

(a) Revision of the announcement to the public should be considered. For
example, ‘Protect your car for post-shock use’ instead of ‘Don’t drive recklessly’;

(b) Students in senior high schools and colleges should participate, when at
school, in taking various countermeasures concerning their schools and neighboring
households; they should be trained for this purpose; and

(c) Banking facilities should stop service from the issuance of warning state-

ment until the occurrence of earthquake.
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