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On the Characteristics in the Mechanism of the
Disasters From the Heavy Rain in July 1967
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Yasushi Nishikawa

National Research Center for Disasler Prevention, Tokyo

Abstract

The heavy rein of July 1967 caused various forms of disasters in many
places of Western Japan. From among the disasters, the mountain disaster
in the Rokko mountain district and the flood disaster in the plains of Osaka
are selected as representative cases, and investigation has been made inte
the characteristics of the forms of disaster as well as the causes of occur-
rence of the disasters. As a result it is found that the disasters at the two
districts are both related with urban expansion, and that the flood in the
plains of Osaka is a typical disaster caused by urbanization, while the moun-
tain disaster in the Rokko district is an exceptional local disaster caused
by extremely unreasonahle land use in the process of urban expansion.

For establishing the fundamental countermeasures against the former
form of disaster, it is necessary to have an enormous amount of public in-.
vestment, such as for improvement of smaller rivers and for perfection of
drainage facilities, but in the case of the latter form of disaster the problem
can be resolved to some extent by regulational procedures of land selective

use.
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